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(54) PICTURE SIGNAL PROCESSING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To simply trim a frame area by obtaining an output 
level range of a peak of a histogram with respect to an area not 
including a picture and eliminating the output level range of the 
peak from the picture signal of the area including the picture. 
CONSTITUTION: A CPU obtains a histogram b1 of a picture 
signal (a) and since the histogram b1 has a peak corresponding to 
the lightness of the frame area, the output level range (c) of the 
peak is obtained. Moreover, the CPU moves a line sensor 30 and 
when the sensor reaches a location including the picture A, the 
picture signal a2 at that time is stored in a memory and the 
histogram b2 is obtained from the picture signal a2. Then the 
CPU obtains a new histogram (b2~b1) being the result of 
eliminating the output level range (c) of the frame area obtained 
by a histogram means 146. Thus, the picture signal level of the 
frame area is obtained from the density histogram to eliminate 
the picture signal of the picture signal level of the frame area in 
the picture signal of the picture area including the original. Thus, 
the frame area is trimmed by the simple method. 
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